TRACTATE 


Rosa HASHANAH 


Scripture’s presentation of the themes pertinent to the Halakhic category, Rosh 
Hashanah, the new year generically, commences with the identification of the new 
moon of Nisan, Exod 12:1-2, 23:16, 34:22. The New Year par excellence, the one 
marked by the new moon of Tishré, is covered in Lev 23:23-25 and Num 29:1—6. 
The specification of the offerings for the New Year commencing in Tishré 
underscores the focus, upon the Temple, of that occasion. 


The Four New Years: Time is marked for diverse purposes; the commencement of 
years meets various requirements. The anniversary of kings is marked from the 
first of Nisan, and the festival year begins at that same time (thus: Passover, 
Shabuot, Sukkot). The first of Elul marks the new year for tithing cattle, meaning, 
cattle born prior to that date are tithed in one group, those after, in another. The 
first of Tishré is the new year for the reckoning of years, for Sabbatical years, and 
for Jubilees, for planting trees and vegetables, for the sequences of the months and 
for the heave-offering of the sheqels. They begin counting for years, Sabbatical 
years, and Jubilees, only from Tishré. But, the halakhah takes account also of 
judgment-time. Corresponding to the four points in the lunar year at which a new 
year is declared for a given purpose are the four seasons of the year at which the 
world is judged. The world is judged at Passover through grain; at Pentecost 
through fruit of the tree; at the New Year all who enter the world pass before Him 
like troops, since it is said, “He who fashions the hearts of them and who 
considers all their works;” (Ps 33:15); and on the Festival of Tabernacles they are 
judged through water. That is to say, the result of the judgment is expressed in 
God’s provision of grain, fruit, water, and man’s fate. 


The New Moon: How It Is Attested and Declared: The new moon is announced 
through a system of messengers on six occasions through the year: 


(1) at Nisan, because of Passover; 

(2) at Ab, because of the fast; 

(3) at Elul, because of the New Year; 

(4) at Tishré, because of the determination of the set feasts; 
(5) at Kislev, because of Hanukkah; and 


